
ORCID Identifier on the Standard 
Application  Process (SAP) Application 

What is an ORCID Identifier? 
An Open Researcher and Contributor ID (ORCID) is a unique, persistent, alphanumeric identifier that 
helps distinguish researchers from others, especially those with similar names, and links their work 
across various scholarly activities.   

This unique identifier is now commonly used in the research community as it allows for accurate 
attribution and makes it easy to disseminate research outputs and activities. Several federal agencies 
also require ORCID Identifiers as part of their grant applications.   

Where is the ORCID Identifier on the SAP Application? 
This feature was added to the Standard Application Process (SAP) portal in March 2025. The ORCID 
Identifier is an optional field under the Research Team profiles for Principal Investigator, Co-Principal 
Investigator and Researcher that allows applicants to include their ORCID number. The field on the SAP 
application is shown below. 

What is the benefit of using an ORCID Identifier? 
Including this unique 16-digit identifier in an application will allow agency reviewers to learn about an 
applicant’s research interests and past work. Application reviewers can access a researcher’s ORCID 
profile by using the following URL with the specified format for the 16-digit identifier: 
https://orcid.org/####-####-####-####. A researcher’s ORCID profile page includes information such as 
institutional affiliation(s), publications, education, funding awards, and professional activities. 

Obtaining an ORCID Identifier is free. Learn about the benefits of using an ORCID Identifier and how to 
obtain one go to ORCID.org. 

  

For more learning resources, visit: ncses.nsf.gov/initiatives/standard-application-process/learning-
resources 
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