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This resource gives researchers applying for confidential data through the SAP portal and agency 
reviewers a short summary of the SAP policy's standard criteria for application reviews.   

Each SAP application is reviewed according to standard criteria established in the SAP Policy issued by 
the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) in December of 2022.  These criteria ensure that each 
agency is using the same foundational principles when they decide whether to approve an application.  
These review criteria are applied to each application field.  If changes are requested for an application, 
the reviewing agency will select which criteria the field does not meet and provide feedback.  Not 
approved applications will also have criteria selected to help applicants better understand why their 
request for data cannot be approved.  A description of each of the criteria is below. 

Statistical Purpose 
Project proposals must have a statistical purpose.  

Allowed Use 
The data use described in the project proposal must be consistent with any restrictions on use of a 
specific data asset. 

Statistical Disclosure Limitations (SDL) 
Project proposals must be able to apply sound SDL approaches and techniques to the satisfaction of the 
agency or unit that minimize the risk of re-identification of individuals, organizations, or establishments 
to proposed statistical data information products (e.g., intermediate outputs or final outputs). 

Demonstrated Need 
Project proposals must demonstrate that goals and objectives can only be met using confidential data 
assets, and that public data assets (where available) are insufficient to accomplish the project’s goals 
and objectives. 

Feasibility 
A project proposal’s goals and objectives must be achievable with the confidential data assets 
requested, considering the breadth of relevant constraints. Feasibility shall be considered with respect 
to the project design, the extent to which an agency is resourced to support the project, and the ability 
of the applicant to execute the project. 

• Project Design: Project feasibility will be checked by looking at the methods, technical details, space 
and security needs, practicality, logistics, and timelines. Applicants need to provide enough 
background on their plan so this assessment can be done. 

• Agency/Unit Support: To determine if a project is feasible, the agency will evaluate whether they 
can properly support it. This includes looking at physical space, available technical help, logistics, if 
the data can be ready in time for the researcher, and any other limits on resources. 

   For more learning resources, visit: ncses.nsf.gov/\in itiatives/standard-application-process/learning-
resources  

https://ncses.nsf.gov/initiatives/standard-application-process/learning-resources
https://ncses.nsf.gov/initiatives/standard-application-process/learning-resources
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/M-23-04.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/M-23-04.pdf
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• Applicant’s Ability: Project feasibility will be assessed by looking at whether the applicant can carry 
out the proposed work. This includes considering the applicant's knowledge, skills, and abilities. 
Applicants must provide enough background information for this assessment. 

Maintaining Public Trust 
Agencies must assess whether a project proposal supports their ability to maintain trust and credibility 
among data users and providers as well as to ensure public confidence is maintained. 

Other 
• Programmatic Benefit: Where required by law, project proposals must define contributions to the 

program under which the confidential data asset was collected.   
• Additional Criteria: Sometimes, other criteria might be considered when reviewing requests for 

confidential data. This will only happen if these additional criteria are clearly required by the laws or 
rules that govern the data or the statistical office. 

   For more learning resources, visit: ncses.nsf.gov/\in itiatives/standard-application-process/learning-
resources  

https://ncses.nsf.gov/initiatives/standard-application-process/learning-resources
https://ncses.nsf.gov/initiatives/standard-application-process/learning-resources
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