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Session information
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 Enter questions at any time using the Q&A 
feature
There will also be time for Q&A at the end of 
the session
Use the chat button if you need technical 
assistance
Attendees are muted. Use the “Raise your 
hand” feature to request to unmute.
Live captioning is available











What we’ll cover
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 What is the SAP
Why do we have an SAP
Finding data
Applying for data
What to expect after you’ve applied
What to expect after a decision









What is the SAP?
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A common application that allows 
researchers and data users to apply for 

restricted use data, also called 
confidential data, from federal 

statistical agencies.



What can I do in the SAP?

6

Discover restricted-use data from federal statistical 
agencies

AND

Apply for restricted-use data using a common 
application



Confidential Data
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Information that is collected under a 
confidentiality pledge or other 
obligation necessitating the 
protection of those data from 
public disclosure.

Use of these data is governed by 
data security protocols and access 
restrictions.



Where can I find Public Data?

Data.gov
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Why do we have an SAP?
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Required under Section 3583 of the 
2018 Foundations for Evidence-
Based Policymaking Act

Streamlines the process for Applying 
for Restricted-Use Data from OMB 
Recognized Statistical Agencies and 
Units



Benefits of an SAP
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One Central Data 
Catalog to Search 

for Data

One Application 
Process for All 
Participating 

Agencies

Standard Review 
Timeframes

Standard Evaluation 
Criteria



Governance
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Governed by the Interagency Council on Statistical Policy 
(ICSP)

M-23-04, Establishment of Standard Application Process 
Requirements on Recognized Statistical Agencies and 

Units



Participating Agencies
Bureau of Economic Analysis
Bureau of Justice Statistics

Bureau of Labor Statistics
Bureau Transportation Statistics 
Census Bureau
Economic Research Service, Department of Agriculture

Energy Information Administration

Federal Reserve Board, Microeconomics Survey Unit

Internal Revenue Service, Statistics of Income Division

National Agricultural Statistics Service

National Center for Animal Health Monitoring
National Center for Education Statistics

National Center for Health and Statistics 
National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics

Social Security Administration, Office of Research, Evaluation, and Statistics
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration 12



Metadata Fields
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Administrative

• Data Source
Data Authorizers 
Data Sponsors
Access Modalities
Whether Non-Citizens 
can Apply

•
•
•
•

Data Details

• Description
Years Available
Levels of Geography
Universe and Sample
Method of Data 
Collection
Data Collection Frequency
Data Collection Notes
Variables Used to Link to 
Other Datasets

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Documentation

• Availability of Public-Use 
Microdata
Data Dictionaries
Other Technical 
Documentation
URLs to Websites

•
•

•

Italics denotes optional fields



Searching for Data
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SAP Portal:  www.researchdatagov.org

http://www.researchdatagov.org/


Searching for Data
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Searching for Data
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Contacting an Agency

• Before you apply, you can Contact 
an Agency for Questions or 
Assistance

• Census Bureau strongly 
encourages that you contact them 
before applying
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Multi-Agency Applications
An Application with Data from More than One Agency
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Multi-Agency Applications

Authorizer is different 
from Source: Can be 
multiple authorizers for 
a dataset but can still 
use data in one 
location



20

Multi-Agency Applications

It may not be possible to   
use data in a single 
location

It may not be possible to 
link data



Multi-Agency Applications

Applicants are strongly encouraged to 
contact agencies when considering a 
multi-agency application
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Applying for Access

22



Application Fields
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Research Team

• Principal Investigator
Co-Principal Investigator
Researchers
Email
Affiliation
Role on the Project
Residency
Grad Student or not
Citizenship for Some 
Agencies

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Research Details

• Research Description
Methodology
Planned Output
Need for Confidential 
Data
Benefits to the Agency
Project Duration and 
Timeline
Variables Requested
Years of Data Requested

•
•
•

•
•

•
•

Additional Info

• Funding
Work Location
Software Needed
User-Provided Data
Citations

•
•
•
•



Work Location

24

• Work location differs by agency
Currently, there are almost 50 work 
locations
The work location is listed in the 
metadata (called access modality)
Contact the agency or agencies if unsure 
of which work location to select
Many agencies offer a virtual access 
option

•

•

•

•



FSRDCs
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Federal Statistical Research Data Centers (FSRDC)
• Managed by the U.S. Census Bureau
• Currently 32 locations across the U.S.
• Datasets provided from multiple agencies
• Select the location closest to you



Applying for Access
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Applying for Access
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Applying for Access
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Applying for Access
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Review Times
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Single Agency Application = 12 weeks

Application w/Multiple SAP Agency Reviewers = 24 weeks

Application w/a Non-SAP Agency Approver = No Time Limit



Review Criteria
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• Statistical Purpose – No regulatory, law enforcement, or benefit 
determination
Allowed Use – Are proposed uses of the data consistent with law and data 
sharing agreements?
Statistical Disclosure Limitation – Is the output permitted for public 
release?
Demonstrated Need – Can this research be conducted with public-use data?
Feasibility – Can the research questions be answered with the data 
requested?
Maintaining Public Trust – Will the research harm public trust or an agency’s 
credibility?
Other Criteria as Required by Statute – Ex. Use of Census Bureau data is 
required to have a programmatic benefit

•

•

•
•

•

•



Revise and Resubmits

32

SAP notification 
of changes 

needed

Update SAP 
application

Agency reviews 
changes

Agencies may reach out to you 
outside of the SAP portal

Applications that are inactive for 6 
months will be automatically 
withdrawn



After Approval
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Email from SAP 
portal

Agency contacts 
applicant(s) Credentialing

Credentialing

Data Security Training
Background Investigation
Licensing Agreement

Memorandum of Understanding



Appeals
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Submit appeal 
via email (in 
portal soon)

Appeal reviewed 
by agency

Response within 
8 weeks

Applicants have the option to appeal

Can provide new information to respond to 
agency concerns but cannot revise original 
application

Cannot appeal if adverse determination based 
on legal statute (ex. citizenship requirements)



Resources
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ResearchDataGov.org Resources

• How to Apply (User Guide)
FAQ
Agency Info & Metrics

•
•
• Help@ResearchDatagov.org

mailto:Help@ResearchDatagov.org


Resources
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SAP Learning Resources
•

•

•
•

Searching the SAP Data 
Catalog
Five Things to Know Before 
Applying
Applicant Checklist
Who to contact

https://ncses.nsf.gov/about/standard-application-process/learning-resources
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Questions?

For more information contact: singleportal-admin@nsf.gov
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