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and Development Survey
Federal facilities in the United States play an important part of 
the country’s research and development (R&D) system, working 
on critical areas such as health and medicine, agriculture, energy, 
and climate. This survey measures the contributions of federal 
scientists and engineers to the overall U.S. R&D enterprise. 

What is the Federal Facilities R&D Survey?

The Federal Facilities Research and Development Survey (Federal Facilities R&D Survey) collects information on R&D 
performed at facilities owned and operated by the federal government. It collects information on R&D expenditures, funding, 
and personnel for all U.S. federal agencies performing any amount of R&D. The Federal Facilities R&D Survey began in 
FY 2022 and is conducted annually by the National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics (NCSES) within the U.S. 
National Science Foundation.                    

How can I use the Federal Facilities R&D Survey?

Data from the Federal Facilities R&D Survey can answer questions like 

 � How many full-time federal R&D personnel are 
working in the United States? 

 � What are the total R&D expenditures at federal 
facilities for different fields of R&D? 

 � What are the sources of funds for R&D 
expenditures at federal facilities? 

 � Which type of R&D (basic research, applied research, 
and experimental development) has the highest 
expenditures at federal facilities? 

 � How many facilities are there within each federal 
agency?

 � What fields and type of R&D are performed by each 
facility?

Why is the Federal Facilities R&D Survey important?    

The Federal Facilities R&D Survey data are used to estimate total national R&D performance and other critical statistics that 
are essential for the analysis of global R&D competitiveness. The survey collects federal R&D performer-reported information 
that was not previously available, helping fill a longstanding gap in federal R&D data. Together with additional NCSES survey 
data, the Federal Facilities R&D Survey provides a more comprehensive understanding of U.S. R&D performance. 

For more information, the Federal Facilities R&D Survey homepage (https://ncses.nsf.gov/surveys/federal-facilities-
research-development) features additional details about the survey, its questionnaires, and links to related publications and 
products.
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Data details

Where can I find Federal Facilities R&D Survey data? 
The Federal Facilities R&D Survey data can be found in several places throughout the 
NCSES website. On the survey’s homepage, the Data tab offers data tables that can be 
downloaded by users, and the Analysis tab chronicles all NCSES publications that use 
the survey’s data.

Federal facilities report information such as

R&D expenditures 

 � By source of funds

• Federal 
government

• State and local 
government

• Business

• Nonprofit

• Other

 � By type of R&D 

• Basic 
research

• Applied 
research

• Experimental 
development

 � By field of R&D

• Engineering

• Biological, 
biomedical, 
and health 
sciences

• Physical 
sciences 

• Other fields

Federally funded R&D expenditures by 
funding agency

Funding provided through public-private 
partnerships (yes or no)

Total headcounts of facility R&D personnel 
by job category

Full-time equivalent counts of federal R&D 
personnel by R&D function

Other R&D surveys 
from NCSES    
Comparable data on R&D are collected by NCSES for the following 
additional sectors of the economy  

 � �
Business Enterprise R&D Survey The Higher Education R&D 
and the Annual Business Survey Survey

� State governments: The Survey � Nonprofit organizations: 
of State Government R&D The Nonprofit Research 

Activities Survey
� Federally Funded Research  

and Development Centers:  
The FFRDC R&D Survey

For-profit businesses: The  Universities and colleges: Survey specifics
Frequency: Annual

Initial survey year: FY 2022

Reference period: Fiscal year

Response unit: Establishment

Sample or census: Census

Population size: Approximately 
470 federal facilities performing 
intramural R&D

Sample size: Not applicable

National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics (NCSES)
For more information about NCSES’s products and data collection process, visit https://ncses.nsf.gov. You 
can also explore our Surveys page at https://ncses.nsf.gov/surveys to learn more about NCSES surveys and 
the Federal Facilities R&D Survey, as well as its methodology, survey design, and questionnaires.

https://ncses.nsf.gov/surveys/federal-facilities-research-development



Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		FFRD final.pdf






		Report created by: 

		


		Organization: 

		





[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found problems which may prevent the document from being fully accessible.



		Needs manual check: 2


		Passed manually: 0


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 1


		Passed: 27


		Failed: 2





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Failed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Failed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top


