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TABLE S3-9

S&E doctorate holders employed in academia with federal support, by degree field, research activity, and type of position: 1973-2017

(Percent)
Field, research activity, and
position 1973 1975 1977 1979 1981 1983 1985 1987 1989 1991 1993 1995 1997 1999 2001 2003 2006 2008 2010 2013 2015 2017
Al fields 445 405 397 382 355 398 31.4 465 479 485 361 39.4 386 457 451 459 469 445 451 442 410 403
:S;S;;Ch asprimary orsecondary | o149 489 523 518 508 559 445 561 581 57.8 464 500 482 566 564 567 581 555 562 565 520 503
Full-time faculty 420 39.6 382 362 388 417 343 456 46.6 480 329 357 349 432 436 449 465 437 447 435 403 402
Other full-time positions 602 58.8 681 583 585 59.4 49.8 60.6 609 58.8 42.5 431 467 489 472 463 436 435 41.9 428 419 39.8
Postdoctorates 877 86.3 860 821 863 822 785 821 835 845 831 801 741 803 743 781 707 719 732 777 703 71.1
Physical sciences 473 440 438 428 421 465 382 541 579 57.0 457 493 486 57.0 553 565 564 536 539 53.0 51.9 50.1
:gtsis;}rfh asprimary orsecondary | 5o, 541 562 57.0 500 633 525 662 69.6 689 586 623 59.6 701 683 692 700 672 670 688 659 635
Full-time faculty 422 387 383 374 371 426 332 495 537 535 387 429 421 532 517 550 551 542 528 522 517 513
Other full-time positions 670 614 628 683 591 648 581 712 701 691 60.6 570 63.6 658 597 588 582 51.4 507 51.8 53.8 49.3
Postdoctorates 903 87.4 863 81.9 825 81.9 754 879 846 812 820 853 81.2 81.3 830 788 757 66.7 783 800 727 69.1
Mathematics and statistics 269 191 19.0 21.7 21.3 301 215 311 335 345 188 223 209 291 31.9 311 348 31.7 341 305 268 29.1
:stsisﬁ;"h asprimary orsecondary | g5, 936 250 270 270 413 264 369 408 406 248 270 269 353 417 386 434 385 422 407 366 367
Full-time faculty 268 188 180 204 21.0 299 21.4 304 328 340 183 211 193 277 301 319 348 31.8 353 308 281 307
Other full-time positions 33.6 335 469 546 301 434 291 478 528 672 40.6 346 40.0 37.5 545 231 250 29.4 250 250 238 21.4
Postdoctorates 488 358 551 432 563 66.3 485 344 534 804 s 453 356 547 619 659 642 60.0 571 750 60.0 60.0
Computer and information sciences NA NA NA 348 297 446 450 61.7 524 494 399 432 411 556 472 489 440 435 507 51.2 451 455
:;si‘ji":;d‘ as primary or secondary NA| NA NA 348 269 449 361 556 528 543 411 460 463 593 579 549 538 542 61.4 596 547 556
Full-time faculty NA NA NA 250 266 381 380 581 528 482 377 40.7 37.9 545 485 500 449 446 517 51.5 46.6 48.6
Other full-time positions NA NA NA s 250 679 80.6 79.7 471 677 591 629 500 667 333 500 429 444 500 429 364 36.0
Postdoctorates NA  NA NA 571 1000 100.0, s 882 1000 s 100.0 78.0 97.2 100.0 100.0 958 97.9 50.0 66.7 50.0 66.7 66.7
Life sciences 59.3 589 581 553 59.6 600 535 653 651 655 522 525 51.0 579 566 57.2 580 56.6 56.6 549 51.1 50.3
:;Sijﬁ;d‘ asprimary orsecondary | coo' 640 668 652 633 683 578 723 731 720 627 636 616 695 679 680 694 693 687 687 636 621
Full-time faculty 571 56.4 549 51.4 556 57.8 505 63.4 621 637 486 490 478 552 563 57.0 584 561 561 545 505 50.0
Other full-time positions 681 709 721 648 685 685 584 710 741 672 458 463 474 500 463 469 500 51.2 50.3 49.5 47.1 459
Postdoctorates 88.8 87.7 884 846 860 82.6 783 821 868 844 841 819 777 826 77.6 813 71.5 777 787 807 752 768
Psychology 375 361 332 326 327 301 259 312 355 347 257 27.6 274 329 343 347 365 319 333 317 271 282
:s;si"’t‘;"h asprimaryorsecondary 4540 47 419 427 419 426 366 398 466 435 370 395 405 465 481 482 522 432 466 446 393 390
Full-time faculty 36.4 3471 30.6 283 275 273 236 283 340 329 252 251 253 31.6 33.6 345 37.5 339 365 348 27.8 30.3
Other full-time positions 481 416 654 463 523 403 327 371 39.6 363 238 307 302 326 388 352 29.8 250 230 222 250 205

Postdoctorates 849 86.4 825 868 920 842 708 881 663 958 717 714 718 718 592/ 69.0 694 600 81.8 800 625 846
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TABLE S3-9

S&E doctorate holders employed in academia with federal support, by degree field, research activity, and type of position: 1973-2017

(Percent)

Field, research activity, and

position 1973

Social sciences 25.5
Research as primary or secondary
activity 295
Full-time faculty 25.2
Other full-time positions 36.3
Postdoctorates 57.6

Engineering 53.5
Research as primary or secondary
activity 584
Full-time faculty 52.5
Other full-time positions 65.5
Postdoctorates 84.7

1975
23.7

26.8

23.7
31.6
54.6
50.6

57.3

49.9
67.3
84.3

1977
233

30.6

22.6
35.3
54.7
51.1

60.5

49.3
86.6
747

1979
20.4

29.4

19.0
37.3
84.9
49.1

57.5

49.5
53.0
51.1

1981 1983
21.8 237
255 314
212 225
327 340
479 64.6
51.0 547
59.2 615
498 547
60.7 63.1
989 827

NA = not available; s = suppressed for reasons of confidentiality and/or reliability.

Note(s)

1985
17.2

20.4

16.2
26.6
54.7
43.0

45.0

42.2
44.3
91.4

1987
27.2

30.0

271
36.2
27.4
57.1

63.1

56.0
76.4
74.8

1989
27.7

31.1

27.4
33.8
57.6
56.3

63.8

55.2
71.2
76.0

1991
28.4

31.2

27.8
32.7
52.5
63.2

68.3

62.9
66.8
90.0

1993
14.2

17.3

13.4
221
88.1
42.6

49.5

40.9
59.5
65.7

1995
16.1

20.9

15.4
22.6
68.5
49.9

57.9

48.4
56.7
72.7

1997
15.2

17.7

14.6
22.5
33.9
49.7

55.4

47.2
65.6
62.1

1999
22.9

27.2

22.5
27.3
65.0
56.9

62.5

55.1
63.3
80.4

2001 2003

21.5
26.5

21.1
26.1
35.8
56.8

64.1

56.7
58.3
56.8

21.8
271

221
25.6
42.9
57.4

64.7

56.8
62.2
73.8

2006
23.1

28.9

23.9
24.5
22.9
58.7

67.3

58.6
51.9
76.8

2008
20.6

25.7

20.0
22.6
333
58.6

67.3

57.7
61.7
71.4

2010 2013

19.7
24.4

20.6
20.3
25.0
58.2

66.7

59.5
55.8
61.3

19.7
242

20.0
21.9
50.0
57.6

66.8

57.3
59.6
66.7

2015 2017

17.3
20.9

17.2
20.5
50.0
54.7

62.0

56.5
54.2
54.5

Data for 1985 and 1993-97 are not comparable with data for other years and understate the degree of federal support. In 1985 and 1993-97, the federal support question asked whether work
performed during the week of 15 April was supported by the government; in other years, the question pertained to work conducted over the course of an entire year. Academic employment is limited to

U.S. doctorate holders employed at 2- or 4-year colleges or universities, medical schools, or university research institutes. Full-time faculty includes full professors, associate professors, assistant

17.4
20.3

17.9
19.4
45.5
51.3

57.8

52.2
50.8
56.9

professors, and instructors from 1973 to 1995; from 1997 to 2017, full-time faculty includes full professors, associate professors, and assistant professors. Research includes basic or applied research,

development, and design. Total includes part-time employment not shown separately but excludes those employed part time because they are students or retired. Physical sciences include earth,
atmospheric, and ocean sciences; life sciences include biological, agricultural, environmental, and health sciences.

Source(s)

National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics, National Science Foundation, Survey of Doctorate Recipients (SDR).
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