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TABLE 3-3

Detailed primary source of federal support for full-time graduate students in science, engineering, and health, by broad field: 2021
(Number and percent)

Broad field Total

DOD DOE HHS: NIH HHS: Other HHS NASA NSF USDA Other

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

All graduate students 82,588 9,575 11.6 6,016 7.3 23,088 28.0 2,866 3.5 2,211 2.7 21,743 26.3 3,244 3.9 13,845 16.8
Science 52,801 3,885 7.4 2,983 5.6 18,083 34.2 1,588 3.0 1,309 2.5 13,563 25.7 2,819 5.3 8,571 16.2

Agricultural and veterinary sciences 1,755 17 1.0 28 1.6 152 8.7 112 6.4 6 0.3 139 7.9 1,102 62.8 199 11.3
Biological and biomedical sciences 20,832 414 2.0 198 1.0 14,222 68.3 765 3.7 79 0.4 2,518 12.1 722 3.5 1,914 9.2
Computer and information sciences 6,180 1,387 22.4 136 2.2 388 6.3 125 2.0 46 0.7 2,869 46.4 69 1.1 1,160 18.8
Geosciences, atmospheric sciences, and ocean sciences 2,651 141 5.3 102 3.8 16 0.6 15 0.6 441 16.6 1,267 47.8 32 1.2 637 24.0
Mathematics and statistics 1,605 151 9.4 42 2.6 198 12.3 29 1.8 23 1.4 940 58.6 18 1.1 204 12.7
Multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary studies 760 54 7.1 38 5.0 197 25.9 16 2.1 9 1.2 156 20.5 39 5.1 251 33.0
Natural resources and conservation 1,531 52 3.4 44 2.9 81 5.3 84 5.5 43 2.8 301 19.7 433 28.3 493 32.2
Physical sciences 11,216 891 7.9 2,355 21.0 1,778 15.9 197 1.8 619 5.5 4,261 38.0 22 0.2 1,093 9.7
Psychology 3,033 226 7.5 15 0.5 854 28.2 159 5.2 9 0.3 410 13.5 15 0.5 1,345 44.3
Social sciences 3,238 552 17.0 25 0.8 197 6.1 86 2.7 34 1.1 702 21.7 367 11.3 1,275 39.4

Engineering 25,302 5,358 21.2 3,017 11.9 3,416 13.5 714 2.8 898 3.5 8,027 31.7 384 1.5 3,488 13.8
Aerospace, aeronautical, and astronautical engineering 1,291 618 47.9 76 5.9 2 0.2 3 0.2 220 17.0 206 16.0 2 0.2 164 12.7
Biological, biomedical, and biosystems engineering 3,281 167 5.1 16 0.5 2,076 63.3 86 2.6 12 0.4 639 19.5 32 1.0 253 7.7
Chemical, petroleum, and chemical-related engineering 2,589 233 9.0 551 21.3 321 12.4 67 2.6 49 1.9 1,072 41.4 28 1.1 268 10.4
Civil, environmental, transportation and related engineering fields 2,350 197 8.4 195 8.3 43 1.8 123 5.2 100 4.3 828 35.2 66 2.8 798 34.0
Electrical, electronics, communications and computer engineering 5,987 1,897 31.7 456 7.6 423 7.1 110 1.8 152 2.5 2,274 38.0 46 0.8 629 10.5
Industrial, manufacturing, systems engineering and operations research 1,206 511 42.4 57 4.7 45 3.7 36 3.0 20 1.7 335 27.8 10 0.8 192 15.9
Mechanical engineering 4,255 1,065 25.0 615 14.5 250 5.9 90 2.1 211 5.0 1,449 34.1 34 0.8 541 12.7
Metallurgical, mining, materials and related engineering fields 1,884 358 19.0 463 24.6 69 3.7 68 3.6 71 3.8 628 33.3 8 0.4 219 11.6
Other engineering 2,459 312 12.7 588 23.9 187 7.6 131 5.3 63 2.6 596 24.2 158 6.4 424 17.2

Health 4,485 332 7.4 16 0.4 1,589 35.4 564 12.6 4 0.1 153 3.4 41 0.9 1,786 39.8

Clinical medicinea 1,918 95 5.0 11 0.6 605 31.5 348 18.1 2 0.1 38 2.0 22 1.1 797 41.6
Other health 2,567 237 9.2 5 0.2 984 38.3 216 8.4 2 0.1 115 4.5 19 0.7 989 38.5

Master's students 14,918 2,931 19.6 556 3.7 1,024 6.9 653 4.4 291 2.0 2,012 13.5 1,284 8.6 6,167 41.3
Science 8,608 1,193 13.9 148 1.7 619 7.2 264 3.1 120 1.4 1,272 14.8 1,165 13.5 3,827 44.5

Agricultural and veterinary sciences 766 5 0.7 7 0.9 25 3.3 58 7.6 2 0.3 47 6.1 522 68.1 100 13.1
Biological and biomedical sciences 1,577 52 3.3 18 1.1 385 24.4 69 4.4 9 0.6 220 14.0 200 12.7 624 39.6
Computer and information sciences 1,602 387 24.2 28 1.7 56 3.5 31 1.9 13 0.8 363 22.7 38 2.4 686 42.8
Geosciences, atmospheric sciences, and ocean sciences 704 49 7.0 22 3.1 3 0.4 5 0.7 60 8.5 278 39.5 15 2.1 272 38.6
Mathematics and statistics 220 31 14.1 6 2.7 35 15.9 0 0.0 0 0.0 48 21.8 3 1.4 97 44.1
Multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary studies 271 24 8.9 3 1.1 8 3.0 2 0.7 1 0.4 24 8.9 10 3.7 199 73.4
Natural resources and conservation 749 39 5.2 18 2.4 14 1.9 49 6.5 10 1.3 94 12.6 230 30.7 295 39.4
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Detailed primary source of federal support for full-time graduate students in science, engineering, and health, by broad field: 2021
(Number and percent)

Broad field Total

DOD DOE HHS: NIH HHS: Other HHS NASA NSF USDA Other

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Physical sciences 336 70 20.8 30 8.9 27 8.0 3 0.9 15 4.5 93 27.7 5 1.5 93 27.7
Psychology 994 66 6.6 9 0.9 37 3.7 32 3.2 3 0.3 20 2.0 8 0.8 819 82.4
Social sciences 1,389 470 33.8 7 0.5 29 2.1 15 1.1 7 0.5 85 6.1 134 9.6 642 46.2

Engineering 4,044 1,479 36.6 402 9.9 145 3.6 105 2.6 169 4.2 680 16.8 94 2.3 970 24.0
Aerospace, aeronautical, and astronautical engineering 412 262 63.6 16 3.9 0 0.0 0 0.0 55 13.3 35 8.5 0 0.0 44 10.7
Biological, biomedical, and biosystems engineering 194 21 10.8 1 0.5 63 32.5 7 3.6 2 1.0 19 9.8 7 3.6 74 38.1
Chemical, petroleum, and chemical-related engineering 95 7 7.4 25 26.3 6 6.3 2 2.1 3 3.2 26 27.4 1 1.1 25 26.3
Civil, environmental, transportation and related engineering fields 567 59 10.4 37 6.5 5 0.9 36 6.3 15 2.6 123 21.7 20 3.5 272 48.0
Electrical, electronics, communications and computer engineering 836 343 41.0 61 7.3 30 3.6 15 1.8 27 3.2 193 23.1 11 1.3 156 18.7
Industrial, manufacturing, systems engineering and operations 
research 544 379 69.7 20 3.7 5 0.9 10 1.8 1 0.2 29 5.3 6 1.1 94 17.3
Mechanical engineering 793 274 34.6 118 14.9 20 2.5 18 2.3 42 5.3 155 19.5 4 0.5 162 20.4
Metallurgical, mining, materials and related engineering fields 178 56 31.5 44 24.7 3 1.7 9 5.1 10 5.6 38 21.3 0 0.0 18 10.1
Other engineering 425 78 18.4 80 18.8 13 3.1 8 1.9 14 3.3 62 14.6 45 10.6 125 29.4

Health 2,266 259 11.4 6 0.3 260 11.5 284 12.5 2 0.1 60 2.6 25 1.1 1,370 60.5

Clinical medicinea 1,147 72 6.3 6 0.5 186 16.2 187 16.3 1 0.1 13 1.1 12 1.0 670 58.4
Other health 1,119 187 16.7 0 0.0 74 6.6 97 8.7 1 0.1 47 4.2 13 1.2 700 62.6

Doctoral students 67,670 6,644 9.8 5,460 8.1 22,064 32.6 2,213 3.3 1,920 2.8 19,731 29.2 1,960 2.9 7,678 11.3
Science 44,193 2,692 6.1 2,835 6.4 17,464 39.5 1,324 3.0 1,189 2.7 12,291 27.8 1,654 3.7 4,744 10.7

Agricultural and veterinary sciences 989 12 1.2 21 2.1 127 12.8 54 5.5 4 0.4 92 9.3 580 58.6 99 10.0
Biological and biomedical sciences 19,255 362 1.9 180 0.9 13,837 71.9 696 3.6 70 0.4 2,298 11.9 522 2.7 1,290 6.7
Computer and information sciences 4,578 1,000 21.8 108 2.4 332 7.3 94 2.1 33 0.7 2,506 54.7 31 0.7 474 10.4
Geosciences, atmospheric sciences, and ocean sciences 1,947 92 4.7 80 4.1 13 0.7 10 0.5 381 19.6 989 50.8 17 0.9 365 18.7
Mathematics and statistics 1,385 120 8.7 36 2.6 163 11.8 29 2.1 23 1.7 892 64.4 15 1.1 107 7.7
Multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary studies 489 30 6.1 35 7.2 189 38.7 14 2.9 8 1.6 132 27.0 29 5.9 52 10.6
Natural resources and conservation 782 13 1.7 26 3.3 67 8.6 35 4.5 33 4.2 207 26.5 203 26.0 198 25.3
Physical sciences 10,880 821 7.5 2,325 21.4 1,751 16.1 194 1.8 604 5.6 4,168 38.3 17 0.2 1,000 9.2
Psychology 2,039 160 7.8 6 0.3 817 40.1 127 6.2 6 0.3 390 19.1 7 0.3 526 25.8
Social sciences 1,849 82 4.4 18 1.0 168 9.1 71 3.8 27 1.5 617 33.4 233 12.6 633 34.2

Engineering 21,258 3,879 18.2 2,615 12.3 3,271 15.4 609 2.9 729 3.4 7,347 34.6 290 1.4 2,518 11.8
Aerospace, aeronautical, and astronautical engineering 879 356 40.5 60 6.8 2 0.2 3 0.3 165 18.8 171 19.5 2 0.2 120 13.7
Biological, biomedical, and biosystems engineering 3,087 146 4.7 15 0.5 2,013 65.2 79 2.6 10 0.3 620 20.1 25 0.8 179 5.8
Chemical, petroleum, and chemical-related engineering 2,494 226 9.1 526 21.1 315 12.6 65 2.6 46 1.8 1,046 41.9 27 1.1 243 9.7
Civil, environmental, transportation and related engineering fields 1,783 138 7.7 158 8.9 38 2.1 87 4.9 85 4.8 705 39.5 46 2.6 526 29.5
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Electrical, electronics, communications and computer engineering 5,151 1,554 30.2 395 7.7 393 7.6 95 1.8 125 2.4 2,081 40.4 35 0.7 473 9.2
Industrial, manufacturing, systems engineering and operations 
research 662 132 19.9 37 5.6 40 6.0 26 3.9 19 2.9 306 46.2 4 0.6 98 14.8
Mechanical engineering 3,462 791 22.8 497 14.4 230 6.6 72 2.1 169 4.9 1,294 37.4 30 0.9 379 10.9
Metallurgical, mining, materials and related engineering fields 1,706 302 17.7 419 24.6 66 3.9 59 3.5 61 3.6 590 34.6 8 0.5 201 11.8
Other engineering 2,034 234 11.5 508 25.0 174 8.6 123 6.0 49 2.4 534 26.3 113 5.6 299 14.7

Health 2,219 73 3.3 10 0.5 1,329 59.9 280 12.6 2 0.1 93 4.2 16 0.7 416 18.7

Clinical medicinea 771 23 3.0 5 0.6 419 54.3 161 20.9 1 0.1 25 3.2 10 1.3 127 16.5
Other health 1,448 50 3.5 5 0.3 910 62.8 119 8.2 1 0.1 68 4.7 6 0.4 289 20.0

DOD = Department of Defense; DOE = Department of Energy; HHS = Department of Health and Human Services; NASA = National Aeronautics and Space Administration; NIH = National Institutes of Health; NSF = National Science 
Foundation; USDA = Department of Agriculture.

a Clinical medicine includes graduate students in public health and in medical clinical sciences and clinical and medical laboratory sciences.

Note(s):
Percentages may not add to total because of rounding. For more information on the mapping of Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and Engineering fields and codes, see technical table A-17.

Source(s):
National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and Engineering, 2021.
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