National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics | NSF 24-300

Table 3-7

Median age and age distribution of research doctorate recipients, by broad field of doctorate, sex, citizenship status, ethnicity, and
race: 2022

(Median age and percent distribution)

Median age at doctorate All 25 and 26- | 31- | 36- | 41- Over
Field and demographic characteristic (years) ages under 30 35 40 45 45
Doctorate recipients reporting birth year 31.4| 100.0 0.7 451| 311, 115 5.0 6.5
Science and engineering 30.8| 100.0 0.8/ 51.8 30.7 9.2 3.5 3.9
Agricultural sciences and natural resources 31.7 100.0 1.1 407 355 124 5.5 4.8
Biological and biomedical sciences 30.4| 100.0 0.7 56.3 320 7.3 2.4 1.4
Computer and information sciences 31.0/ 100.0 1.0 479| 329 105 3.7 3.9
Engineering 30.2| 100.0 1.2/ 57.8| 30.1 6.9 2.2 2.0
Geosciences, atmospheric, and ocean
sciences 30.4| 100.0 0.5 56.6 285 9.3 3.2 1.9
Health sciences 345/ 100.0 0.7 27.0| 298 153 9.4 17.8
Mathematics and statistics 29.4| 100.0 1.9 639 244 6.7 1.9 1.2
Multidisciplinary/ interdisciplinary sciences 31.1| 100.0 11 472 328 11.2 3.4 4.4
Physical sciences 29.2| 100.0 09 703 218 5.2 1.3 0.6
Psychology 31.3 100.0 04 459 315 102 4.7 7.2
Social sciences 33.2) 100.0 0.2 28.7| 398 173 6.5 7.5
Non-science and engineering 35.7/ 100.0 0.2/ 185| 327 205 113 16.9
Business 33.6. 100.0 D 264 358 154 D 13.8
Education 38.9 100.0 01 109 251 227| 154 25.9
Humanities 34.4 100.0 0.2 20.5| 39.0 203 9.1 10.9
Visual and performing arts 34.0/ 100.0 D 233 396 224 D 6.6
Other non-science and engineering 35.3| 100.0 D 223 317 192 D 16.1
Sex
Male 31.2/ 100.0 0.7 46.8 323 109 45 438
Female 31.7| 100.0 0.7 432 299 122 5.6 8.4
Citizenship status, ethnicity, and race
U.S. citizen or permanent resident 31.6 100.0 0.7 440 278 121 6.3 9.0
Hispanic or Latino 31.8/ 100.0 0.6 419 308 129 5.6 8.2
Not Hispanic or Latino
American Indian or Alaska Native 36.5 100.0 00 250 229 1938 8.3 24.0
Asian 31.2/ 100.0 1.3 468 306 11.3 4.9 5.1
Black or African American 36.0 100.0 04 257 238 155 11.9 22.7
White 31.3| 100.0 0.7 459 274 117 5.9 8.3
More than one race 30.9/ 100.0 0.7 50.2| 266/ 11.2 59 54
Other race or race not reported 33.0/ 100.0 0.3/ 369| 268 136 8.3 14.2
Ethnicity not reported 321 100.0 0.9 406| 298 138 7.4 7.4
Temporary visa holder 31.2| 100.0 0.7 472| 372 103 2.8 1.9

D = suppressed to avoid disclosure of confidential information.

Note(s):

Due to rounding, percentages may not sum to 100. Beginning in 2021, a modified version of the 2020 Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP)
codes was used in the survey data collection, and new broad, major, and detailed fields are used in tables reporting data from 2021 to the present;
see the field list in table A-4. Therefore, the field of doctorate data prior to 2021 may not be comparable to subsequent years. For more information,
see the "Technical Notes" and the SED 2021 Taxonomy Changes Working Paper (available at https://ncses.nsf.gov/pubs/ncses23200).

Source(s):
National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics, Survey of Earned Doctorates.
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