National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics | NSF 25-349

Table 3-6. Median years to non-science and engineering research doctorate, by sex, citizenship status, ethnicity, race, and broad field of doctorate: 2024

(Number and median years)

Time to degree and demographic characteristic
Years since bachelor's degree
Doctorate recipients reporting year of bachelor's degree
Sex
Male
Female
Citizenship status
U.S. citizen or permanent resident
Temporary visa holder
Ethnicity and race (U.S. citizens and permanent residents)
Hispanic or Latino
Not Hispanic or Latino
American Indian or Alaska Native
Asian
Black or African American
White
More than one race
Other race or race not reported
Ethnicity not reported
Years since entering graduate school
Doctorate recipients reporting year of graduate school entry
Sex
Male
Female
Citizenship status
U.S. citizen or permanent resident
Temporary visa holder
Ethnicity and race (U.S. citizens and permanent residents)
Hispanic or Latino
Not Hispanic or Latino
American Indian or Alaska Native
Asian
Black or African American
White
More than one race
Other race or race not reported
Ethnicity not reported

Years since entering doctoral program?

All fields

Number Median

54,639

28,102
26,536

35,221
18,574

3,593

124
3,910
2,866
22,466
1,369
489

404

53,020

27,262
25,758

34,204
18,253

3,477

104
3,847
2,776
21,979
1,355
443

223

8.6

8.3
9.0

8.8
8.4

8.4

11.5
8.5
12.0
8.6
8.3
9.3
9.5

7.3

7.0
7.3

7.1
7.3

7.0

9.3
7.0
9.8
7.0
6.8
7.3
6.9

Non-science and engineering, total

10,902

4,317
6,585

8,205
2,487

796

44
524
1,075
5265
288
115
98

10,462

4,109
6,353

7,918
2,413

760

38
508
1,026
5154
284
101
47

12.6

12.0
13.0

13.3
11.0

12.7

14.3
12.6
16.0
13.0
11.4
13.6
14.0

10.1

9.8
10.4

10.8
9.0

10.3

11.0
10.3
13.0
10.6

9.8
10.3
10.3

Business
Median

Number

1,266

685
581

620
612

44
107
94
331
13
11

1,194

638
556

588
588

41
104

90
317

13

4

10.3

10.3
10.3

12.3
9.7

13.3

10.4

16.6

11.3

12.8

12.0

8.8

8.8
8.8

9.3
8.2

8.8

8.8

14.1

9.0

13.9

10.9

Education
Median

Number

3,675

1,002
2,673

3,121
505

328

23
164
566

1,886

97

29

28

3,550

953
2,597

3,020
493

315

23
161
537

1,846

97

25

16

16.0

15.6
16.1

16.6
13.3

15.1

15.3
15.4
17.5
17.0
14.0
18.4
19.4

12.8

12.2
12.9

13.5
9.8

12.3

11.5
12.0
14.3
13.8
12.0
15.3
12.4

Humanities
Median

Number

3,079

1,512
1,567

2,389
634

247

113
131
1,737
82
34
37

2,947

1,440
1,507

2,293
618

234

107
127
1,696
79
30
15

11.3

11.9
11.0

11.3
11.7

13.2
12.3
13.0
11.3
10.3
11.7
11.0

9.7

9.8
9.3

9.8
9.8

9.3

11.3
9.5
10.2
9.8
8.9
9.6
9.3

Visual and performing arts

812

352
460

633
163

51

M
26
459
30
14

787

339
448

616
160

51

39
24
449
30

10.6
11.3

11.3
10.9

10.3

11.1
11.8
12.8
11.3
11.1

9.6
13.6

9.2

9.0
9.3

9.3
8.9

8.6

9.7

9.8

9.3

9.0

11.3

Other non-science and engineering

Number

2,070

766
1,304

1,442
573

126
99
258
852
66
16

1,984

739
1,245

1,401
554

119

97
248
846

65

11.3
12.0

12.4
10.7

12.1

12.0

15.7

12.0

10.1

11.5

9.8

9.4
9.9

10.2
8.9

10.0

10.2

11.8

9.8

8.8

7.8
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Table 3-6. Median years to non-science and engineering research doctorate, by sex, citizenship status, ethnicity, race, and broad field of doctorate: 2024

(Number and median years)

5.8
5.7
5.8
5.6

All fields Non-science and engineering, total Business Education Humanities Visual and performing arts Other non-science and engineering
Time to degree and demographic characteristic Number Median Number Median Number Median Number Median Number Median Number Median Number Median
Doctorate recipients reporting year of doctoral program entryb 52,375 5.7 10,337 5.9 1,182 5.0 3,508 5.4 2,923 6.8 779 6.7 1,945
Sex
Male 26,893 57 4,045 6.0 631 5.0 939 5.7 1,424 6.8 331 6.0 720
Female 25,482 57 6,292 5.8 551 5.0 2,569 5.4 1,499 6.8 448 6.8 1,225
Citizenship status
U.S. citizen or permanent resident 33,746 5.8 7,815 6.0 578 5.0 2,980 5.5 2,275 6.8 611 6.8 1,371
Temporary visa holder 18,080 5.3 2,392 5.8 586 5.1 490 5.3 613 6.8 158 5.8 545
Ethnicity and race (U.S. citizens and permanent residents)
Hispanic or Latino 3,429 5.8 756 6.0 40 5.8 314 5.8 233 6.8 51 6.7 118
Not Hispanic or Latino
American Indian or Alaska Native 103 5.9 38 6.0 D D 23 5.8 5 9.9 D D D
Asian 3,806 5.8 500 5.8 101 5.3 156 5.8 107 6.8 39 6.3 97
Black or African American 2,713 5.8 999 5.8 88 5.0 522 5.5 127 6.8 23 5.8 239
White 21,699 5.8 5,095 6.0 313 5.0 1,827 5.3 1,682 6.8 445 6.9 828
More than one race 1,345 5.8 282 5.8 13 5.7 97 5.3 78 6.8 30 6.5 64
Other race or race not reported 434 5.8 100 5.8 D D 25 5.8 30 6.8 D D D
Ethnicity not reported 217 5.8 45 5.9 4 5.3 16 6.7 13 6.8 7 49 5

D = suppressed to avoid disclosure of confidential information.

@Years since entering doctoral program is based on master's degree program entry if the master's degree was at the doctoral institution in the same field of study or was a prerequisite to the doctorate; otherwise, it is based on doctoral program entry.
b Doctorate recipients reporting year of doctoral program entry includes only cases with valid year of entry into master's program if master's degree was at the doctoral institution in the same field of study or was a prerequisite to the doctorate; otherwise, includes only cases with valid year of doctoral program entry.

Note(s):
Beginning in 2021, a modified version of the 2020 Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) codes was used in the survey data collection, and new broad, major, and detailed fields are used in tables reporting data from 2021 to the present; see the field list in table A-4. Therefore, the field of doctorate data prior to 2021 may not be comparable to subsequent years. For more information about the 2021
taxonomy change, see the "Technical Notes."

Source(s):
National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics, Survey of Earned Doctorates.
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