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Table 3-2. Primary source of support for postdoctoral appointees in science, engineering, and health, by broad field: 2024
(Number and percent)

Broad field Total

Federal Institutional Nonfederal domestic Foreign Self-support Unknown

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

All surveyed fields 69,877 33,582 48.1 17,603 25.2 9,989 14.3 1,150 1.6 1,104 1.6 6,449 9.2
Science 39,702 19,641 49.5 10,426 26.3 5,512 13.9 493 1.2 474 1.2 3,156 7.9

Agricultural and veterinary sciences 2,177 977 44.9 713 32.8 333 15.3 25 1.1 5 0.2 124 5.7
Biological and biomedical sciences 20,234 10,842 53.6 4,270 21.1 2,827 14.0 221 1.1 178 0.9 1,896 9.4
Computer and information sciences 1,042 411 39.4 366 35.1 161 15.5 21 2.0 16 1.5 67 6.4
Geosciences, atmospheric, and ocean sciences 2,043 981 48.0 551 27.0 276 13.5 35 1.7 73 3.6 127 6.2
Mathematics and statistics 1,238 310 25.0 660 53.3 129 10.4 13 1.1 20 1.6 106 8.6
Multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary sciences 1,061 457 43.1 308 29.0 160 15.1 20 1.9 25 2.4 91 8.6
Natural resources and conservation 969 455 47.0 309 31.9 122 12.6 10 1.0 23 2.4 50 5.2
Physical sciences 7,570 4,054 53.6 1,854 24.5 1,023 13.5 108 1.4 88 1.2 443 5.9
Psychology 1,392 710 51.0 388 27.9 135 9.7 10 0.7 27 1.9 122 8.8
Social sciences 1,976 444 22.5 1,007 51.0 346 17.5 30 1.5 19 1.0 130 6.6

Engineering 9,545 4,700 49.2 2,586 27.1 1,425 14.9 253 2.7 107 1.1 474 5.0
Aerospace, aeronautical, and astronautical engineering 246 130 52.8 47 19.1 30 12.2 6 2.4 2 0.8 31 12.6
Biological, biomedical, and biosystems engineering 1,685 956 56.7 380 22.6 231 13.7 13 0.8 1 0.1 104 6.2
Chemical, petroleum, and chemical-related engineering 1,552 712 45.9 386 24.9 317 20.4 51 3.3 19 1.2 67 4.3
Civil, environmental, transportation and related engineering fields 1,166 462 39.6 423 36.3 177 15.2 26 2.2 20 1.7 58 5.0
Electrical, electronics, communications and computer engineering 1,381 666 48.2 375 27.2 203 14.7 44 3.2 21 1.5 72 5.2
Industrial, manufacturing, systems engineering and operations research 162 51 31.5 80 49.4 16 9.9 4 2.5 0 0.0 11 6.8
Mechanical engineering 1,459 758 52.0 397 27.2 173 11.9 44 3.0 13 0.9 74 5.1
Metallurgical, mining, materials and related engineering fields 588 324 55.1 123 20.9 101 17.2 11 1.9 13 2.2 16 2.7
Other engineering 1,306 641 49.1 375 28.7 177 13.6 54 4.1 18 1.4 41 3.1

Health 20,630 9,241 44.8 4,591 22.3 3,052 14.8 404 2.0 523 2.5 2,819 13.7

Clinical medicinea 17,919 8,065 45.0 4,150 23.2 2,359 13.2 395 2.2 333 1.9 2,617 14.6
Other health 2,711 1,176 43.4 441 16.3 693 25.6 9 0.3 190 7.0 202 7.5

a Clinical medicine includes postdoctoral appointees in medical clinical sciences, clinical and medical laboratory sciences, anesthesiology, cardiology, endocrinology, gastroenterology, hematology, neurology, obstetrics and gynecology, oncology and cancer research, ophthalmology, 
otorhinolaryngology, pediatrics, psychiatry, public health, pulmonary disease, radiological sciences, surgery, and clinical medicine not elsewhere classified.

Note(s):
For postdoctoral appointees, "field" refers to the field of the unit that reports information on this group to the Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and Engineering (GSS). Percentages may not add to total because of rounding. For more information on the mapping of GSS 
fields and codes, see table A-6.

Source(s):
National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and Engineering, 2024.
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